Introduction of a board certification system for the Japanese Society of General Hospital Psychiatry.
The importance of board certification systems is increasing in parallel with changes in the social conditions surrounding general medical practice. The same is also the case for consultation-liaison psychiatry, a subspecialty of psychiatry. As a consequence, in April 2001 a board certification system for the Japanese Society of General Hospital Psychiatry was introduced. The clinical abilities required for liaison psychiatrists in this system can be summarized as follows: the ability to adequately treat patients with physical/psychiatric comorbidity or somatization, the ability to form an appropriate and adequate relationship with patients with physical diseases and to collaborate with medical and surgical professionals, and to have a good social and ethical awareness of general medical practice. The conditions required to obtain certification and the issues that remain to be addressed are also discussed.